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I. 



This is a communication from the examiner in charge of this application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TFIADEMARKS 




NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 



All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE IVIERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course, THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition t 

P' This communication is responsive t 
"^The allowed claim(s) is/are _ 



GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subjec 
by thadfjplicantSpe 37CFR 1 ,31 3 and MPEP 1808. 



^ The drawings filed on _ 



. are acceptable as formal drawings. 



^Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
"^AII DSome* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 



^Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S,C. § 1 1 9(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAIUNG DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORfWIAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-monUi period for complying 
wrth the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL rrtATERIAL Is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-1 52, which discloses that 
the oath or declaration is deficient A SUBSTITUTE OAPH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

□ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINJ 

□ because the originally filed drawings were dp^red by applicant to tie Informal, 

□ including changes required by the Notp?© jf Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No 

D inoludlns ohonge* requirsd by Ujo^potod drawing oorrootlon filed on «c_»»=»»..«._=.=.=^ , which hae been approved 
by the examiner. 

D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of Paper No 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand comer, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODlf/SERlAL NUMBER). If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 
n Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Infonnatlon Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 • 

□ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
D Interview Summary, PTO-413 
1^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 




n UMuninor^ Oommam Rogardlne Roqulmmgnt for tno DopQitt of SlOtogleal MfttoHat 

□ Examlnor^Statomontof RoasonsforAllowanod 



JOHN FOX 
PRIMARY EXAMfNER 



Serial Number: 09/535453 -2- 
Art Unit: 3753 

This action is responsive to the communication filed 
September 24, 2001. 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted 
no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 



Cancel claims 4-7 and 13-161/ 

This application is in condition for allowance except for 
the presence of claims 4-7 and 13-16, drawn to an invention 
nonelected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 4-7 and 13-16 
have been cancelled. MPEP 821.02 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to Examiner Fox at (703) 308-2595 or John.Fox@uspto.gov. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0861. The fax number for Art Unit 
3753 is (703) 308-7765. The Supervisory Primary Examiner for Art 
Unit 3753 is Michael Buiz who can be reached at (703) 308-2580 or 
at Michael.Buiz@uspto.gov. . 




J0HN FOX 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3753 
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September 27, 2001 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND ISSUE FEE DUE 
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TOTAL CLAIMS 


EXAtwIiNER AND GROUP ART UNIT , 


1 DATE MAILED 






183 03/*^" 
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F 0 X J' 
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. Rrst Named ^ , 
Applicant ' J-ir-..f-!i-^ 


i. 




38 use ISd (b) 'ter ro .ext " 


■J Uay s « 
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INVENTION 



SWITCH VALV 
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ATTYS DOCKET NO.. 


CLASS-SUBCLASS . 


BATCH NO. 


■APPLN.TYPE 


: . SMALL ENTITY 


FEE DUE 
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2 200 0* 
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3/™ 331 . 00 
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"iO 12/28. 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. 

7HP /cg//P PPP MUST B^ PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. 



HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE: 

I Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 
If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your 
current SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
c EEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
, . Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
above. 



B 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 



B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your 
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account. Part B Issue Fee Transmittal 
should be completed and returned. If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part 
B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give application nurnber and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on appl^^^^^ or after Dec. 12; 1980 may require pay 

maintenance lees. It is paterttee's responsibility to ensure Vm 

fees when due. 

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE COPY 

PTOL-85 (REV. 10t96) Approved for use through.06/30/99. (0651-0033) 



# 4 

Attachment for PTO-948 (Re\, 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
""Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes/' on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev, 03/0 L or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOU TO tFFECT DRAW INC ( H ANGLS 



I. Correction of lnform;ilities - 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the chanties mcorporaicd dicrcin 
Identifying indicia, ifprovided, should include the (iile ol'ihe invention 
inventor's name, and application number, or docket number (ifany) ifan 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this information is 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered wuhin ihc top 
margin If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
37), the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be Hied as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the Draftsperson, 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into iht new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the applicaiion will be 
allowed. No changes will be permitted to be made other than correction ol 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrections within the 
tiiTie oeriod set in the attached Office cominunicatton See 37 CFR 
1.85(a) 



Failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 



